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SUBJECT: PRESS STATEMENT BY DEPUTY SECRETARY CLEMENTS 

1. DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CLEMENTS IS REPORTED IN THE PRESS 
TO HAVE TOLD NEWSMEN SEPT 18 IN TOKYO THAT THE NORTH VIET- 
NAMESE BUILD-UP IN SOUTH VIETNAM NORTH OF SAIGON PRESENTS A 
VERY SERIOUS THREAT TO THE CAPITAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 
STORY HEARD ON VOA AND RADIO AUSTRALIA AND PRINTED IN VIET- 
NAMESE PRESS OF SEPTEMBER 19. 

2. ON MORNING OF SEP 18 CHIEF ARVN SPOKESMAN REFERRING TO 
DEPT SECRETARY'S STATEMENT SAID SOUTH VIETNAM HIGH COMMAND 
IS WELL AWARE OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES NORTH OF SAIGON WHERE 
COMMUNIST 7TH AND 9TH DIVISIONS ARE OPERATING WITH INCREASED 
STRENGTH. " OF COURSE THIS IS A SERIOUS AND BLATANT VIOLATION OF 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT " HE SAID. RESPONDING TO THE QUESTIONS AS 
TO WHETHER THE BUILD UP REPRESENTED A THREAT TO SAIGON, SPOKES- 
MAN SAID IT DOES NOT DIRECTLY THREATEN THE CAPITAL BUT THAT IT 
IS AN INDIRECT MENANCE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS ASKED US FOR 
TRANSCRIPT OF DEPT SEC CLEMENTS REMARKS. WOULD APPRECIATE 
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RECEIVING TRANSCRIPT OF THAT PORTION DEALING WITH VIETNAM BY 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




TELEGRAM. 

APPLING 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, INFILTRATION, MILITARY BUILDUP 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 SEP 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SAIGON16671 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SAIGON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730924/aaaaarki.tel 

Line Count: 63 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 NOV 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14-Nov-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <18-Dec-2001 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS STATEMENT BY DEPUTY SECRETARY CLEMENTS 
TAGS: MILI, VS, VN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




